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brief statements of fact. Had Levine provided more historical and literary
analysis he could have enhanced the value of his labors for the student
and nonspecialist.
The major rewrite of these early Merovingian chronicles was done
by Aimon of Fleury in the eleventh century. Levine calls attention to the
changes Aimon made in his Latin version in order to make this history
more palatable to those living under Capetian rule. This process was carried
a step further by "Primat," who prepared a French version in the thirteenth
century. Levine's few pages (6-9), on the literary relationship among
these several texts are crucial, for, according to him, this literary history
provides "a vivid introduction to medieval historiography" (9).
The translation is based on the standard modern critical edition of
the Grandes Chroniques by Jules Viard, who figures prominently throughout the translation because "most of the footnotes are taken from Viard"
(ro). It is to be regretted that there is no indication in these 320 footnotes
as to what is Viard and what is Levine (with an exception of u3 n. 135).
The translation itself reads very well. Those who will use this translation must, however, be very conscious of the "historical" and "literary"
issues discussed in Levine's introductory remarks. Properly understood,
this translation can aid one to better understand medieval France.
Harry Rosenberg
Colorado State University-Fort Collins

J. R. S. Phillips, The Medieval Expansion of Europe, Oxford University
Press, 1988, 320 pp., maps, biblio., $15.95.
The frontiers of European overseas expansion are steadily being
pushed back. Unlike Felipe Fernandez-Armesto's Before Columbus
(reviewed in JRMMRA ro [1989], ro5-6), which focuses on exploration
and colonization in the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Islands-the
Canaries in particular-]. R. S. Phillips's The Medieval Expansion of
Europe takes a broader look at European expansion from ancient times to
the fifteenth century. Indeed, his coverage is almost global as he ranges
from the classical geographers and cosmographers who initiated the
medieval fascination with Asia, and the early expansion of north African
trade, to the eleventh-century Norse wanderers as far as North America.
The author's threefold objectives are to examine the nature and
extent of relations between western Europe and the three continents of
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Asia, Africa, and America between rooo and 1500; to show the relationship
between this medieval expansion and the later expansion of the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries; and to assess the degree to which the new
information gained about the world was actually absorbed into European
scholarly theory and popular conceptions. I believe he accomplishes his
first two goals better than the third.
His wide-ranging jaunts through the labyrinth of medieval travel,
including commerce and the crusades, the Mongol invasions and
European response, Christian missionaries in China, Arab as well as
Western merchant activities, and the explorations of the Vikings, leave
the reader somewhat out of breath but with the realization that there was
more going on than meets the casual eye. Sometimes Phillips temporarily
loses the reader due to unnecessary flashbacks and name-dropping, but
on the whole it is an enlightening journey. I think he makes a good case
for the proposition that this medieval expansion led directly to the more
famous voyages of the Renaissance, that the fifteenth- and sixteenthcentury explorers built directly and sometimes consciously on the
achievements of their predecessors, and that the Renaissance expansion
was a new phase of the earlier expansion rather than a new start itsel£
His chapter entitled "Scholarship and the Imagination" seems to me the
weakest part of the book, not that it doesn't recognize the intellectual
-difficulty Europeans had in understanding the outside world, but that it
fails to convey to the reader an adequate recognition of the complexity of
the problems of intercultural comprehension and assimilation.
The Medieval Expansion of Europe contains an adequate and up-todate bibliography, but the four largely illegible maps are totally inadequate
for this subject. Also, the binding of the paperback version is disgracefully
flimsy. For the price, Oxford University Press ought to have done better.
De Lamar Jensen
Brigham Young University

M. Beresford and J. G . Hurst, eds., Deserted Medieval Villages, Alan
Sutton, 1989, 340 pp., ill., maps, $48 .00.
Deserted Medieval Villages is a good example of what can be achieved
when historians and archaeologists work together on a subject of mutual
interest-in this case deserted medieval villages and settlements in the
British Isles. M. Beresford and J. G. Hurst organize their presentation

